Travellers in India

dar Had to keep up. Nevertheless, both were made the means
of illicit gain. Badaoni gives a good example of the way in
which the former was made a source of additional income by
the mansabdars. " The whole country," he says, " was tald
by the Amirs as jagir. . . . The Amirs did what they liked;
for they put most of their own servants and mounted atten-
dants into soldiers' clothes, brought them to the musters, yid
performed everything according to their duties. But when
they got their jagirs, they gave leave to their mounted atten-
dants, and when a new emergency arose, they mustered *as
many * borrowed ' soldiers as were required, and sent them
again away, when they had served their purpose " (Bloch-
mann, p. 242), These musters also enabled the mansabdars to
utilise the second source of unauthorised profit, each of them
exhibiting in turn the same horses or elephants as part of his
own establishment. Akbar was forced to adopt a device with
a view to the prevention of such frauds. u The Man9abdars of
his Majesty," says Abu-1-Fazl (Bk n, Ain 8), <c have their
horses every year newly marked, and thus maintain the effi-
ciency of the army, as, by their endeavours, unprincipled
people learn to choose the path of honesty." Not without
reason is the sarcasm of Badaoni :

, but put no question!"
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